DID WE REALLY WEAR THOSE?

Evolution of the fly angler

With the prevalence of today's part-hunter, part-SWAT team look, it's easy to forget that the  flyfishing wardrobe hasn't always been so flattering...

AZY TV scriptwriters, of course, fondly remembered in many quarters,the  today’s wispylightness, casting one with out without letting raindrops in. are. Fly-lines have gone from being almost
think we still look like that. If the same can’t be said for most fishing anarm entombed in sodden wool would Waders progressed from rubber’s exclusively floaters to the multi-taskers of
plot calls for an angler, chancesare  clothing and equipment. have brought Fatima Whitbread toa waist-down sauna to breathable fabric today, available in a range of densities and
he’ll turn up on screen in a bobble Justlook at Mr 1970s below for example.  sweat. The next 40 years would see a that kept you dry and temperate. tapers, for all types of presentation at all
hatand cable knit sweater. Casting ~ Ignoring the fact that it looks tohavebeen gradual shift away from natural to It wasn’t just our apparel that changed, depths.

like a dolt for good measure. knitted by his mother, that sweater will man-made fibres, and ‘wick’ become more of course. Fibreglass rods were on the way Regarded as more durable and less

With the benefit of a little research, have been merciless whenever conditions  verb than noun, the effect being to out and carbon on the way in when TFwas  visible than nylon, fluorocarbon leader
those writers would know what we do, changed from windy to sunny or showery. ~ withstand more weather with less born and our ancestors would marvel at was seen as a similar game-changer when
that while the music of the ‘7os might be Given that rods were yet to acquire material, which in turn lets body moisture how light yet strong today’s quality rods itfirstarrived in flyfishing in the 1990s,
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yet many anglers hail reduced diameters
as the real quantum jump in leader design;
allowing modern tippet a slenderness that
belies its strength.

As for where kit and clothing are headed
over the next four decades, we see only
two definites in the TF crystal ball - fly
rods can’t get much lighter and home-
made sweaters aren’t coming back...

Culturally cool but
minimally protective.
Progressor regress?
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